
 

 

 

 
 
Update from DCYF on Child Care Licenses 
 
 
Child Care Centers that sent in their renewal packet by May 31, 2014:  
 
DCYF has extended your current license to 11/11/14. This extension is a direct result of the 
work that is currently underway to visit each child care center to clarify the licensed capacity 
based on the current configuration of classrooms and identify major facilities issues that are not 
in compliance with the 2013 regulations. 
 
After this visit, Administrators will receive documentation of the center's capacity and any 
facilities issues that need to be addressed.  If issues are identified, center Administrators may 
request a time limited variance to DCYF.  Variance requests must be received by November 11, 
2014. The variance request process information and form can be found in the publications tab 
on DCYF website at www.dcyf.ri.gov. Waiver requests will not be accepted; each center must 
have a specific plan to meet the intent of the regulation to be varied. 
 
For more information, please contact your DCYF Licensing Specialist.  A list of DCYF Licensing 
Specialists and their contact information can be found in this packet. 
 
This fall, the State will release guidance documents and more information about Facilities 
Improvement Grants.  The State is in the process of securing a vendor to facilitate this work 
through a competitive bidding process. To receive updates about this work, please sign up to 
receive the Exceed E-News at Exceed.ri.gov.   

http://www.dcyf.ri.gov/
https://exceed.ri.gov/


 
 
 
DCYF Child Care Program Regulations for Licensure 
Variance Process 
 
 
The Rhode Island Department of Children, Youth and Families, Child Care Program Regulations for 
Licensure was revised, promulgated and went into effect on November 11, 2013.  The DCYF 
licensing process does not allow for waivers, which are viewed as permanent exceptions to the 
regulations.  The licensing process does allow for variance requests and approvals.  Variance 
requests are time limited, with a maximum approval of one year from approval date. 
 

Request for a Variance 
The process for requesting a variance begins with submitting a completed variance request 
form to DCYF.  The variance request form can be downloaded at www.dcyf.ri.gov. Each 
variance request will include the following items: an identification of the regulation for which 
the variance is requested; an explanation of the program’s current status in relation to the 
regulation in question; a justification for the variance request; documentation as to how the 
licensee plans to meet the intent of the regulation to be varied; a specific plan of tasks and 
timelines for bringing the program into full compliance with the regulation.  All variance 
requests must be sent to DCYF Licensing Administrator, Kevin Savage, 101 Friendship Street, 
Providence, 02903 or by e‐mail to kevin.savage@dcyf.ri.gov.  
 
 
Variance Review 
As identified in the regulations the DCYF Licensing Administrator will review each variance and 
may allow a variance to a regulation provided that the variance in no way jeopardizes the 
health, safety or well‐being of the children.  The licensing administrator may request 
additional documentation as deemed necessary.  Variance requests will be reviewed and a 
determination will be made within thirty (30) days. 
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http://www.dcyf.ri.gov/docs/index.php
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DCYF Child Care Program Regulations for Licensure 
Variance Request 

 
Date of Request_____________________________   
 
Program Information(Please print) 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Program Name 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Location (Street, City, State and Zip Code)          
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address (if different from above) 
 
_________________________________________          _________________________________________ 
Phone Number               Fax Number (Optional)  
  
_________________________________________   
Email Address (required)      
 
_________________________________________ 
Who is the primary contact regarding this variance request?  

 

Regulation 

Please identify the regulation for which you are requesting a variance.  If you are requesting a variance for more than one 

regulation, complete a separate request for each regulation.  If a regulation includes multiple components, clearly specify 

the components to which this variance request applies.  If additional space is needed, please use the reverse side. 
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Current Status 

Please describe the program’s current status in relation to the regulation for which a variance is being requested.  If 
additional space is needed, please use the reverse side.  Attach additional documentation which you determine will help 
describe your program’s current status. 
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Justification and Interim Plan 

Use the space below to address the reasons why the program is unable to meet the regulation at this time and to describe 
the interim plan for meeting the intentof the regulation while working toward full compliance with the regulation.  If 
additional space is needed, please use the reverse side.  Attach additional documentation which you determine will help 
support this justification and/or helps describe your interim plan. 
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Tasks and Timelines for Meeting the Regulation in Full  
 
In the space provided below, please identify the tasks and corresponding timelines which will be completed to achieve full 
compliance with the regulation.  

Task Timeline Evidence of Progress to be 
Submitted 
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Anticipated Date of Full Compliance: 
________________________________________________________   
 
 
 
Additional Considerations 
 
Please use this section to present any additional information which you would like the Licensing Administrator to consider 
when reviewing your variance request. 
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DCYF Child Care Licensing Staff 

 
08/14 

 

Name Title Phone Email 

Brenda Almeida Senior CaseWork Supervisor 401-528-3605 brenda.almeida@dcyf.ri.gov 

Veronica Davis 
Child Development 
Specialist 401-528-3484 veronica.davis@dcyf.ri.gov 

Linda Gagnier Social CaseWorker II 401-528-3610 linda.gagnier@dcyf.ri.gov 

Palmeira Hall Social CaseWorker II 401-528-3618 palmeira.hall@dcyf.ri.gov 

Redentora Perez Social CaseWorker II 401-528-3672 redentora.perez@dcyf.ri.gov 

Indira Prado Social CaseWorker II 401-528-3611 indira.prado@dcyf.ri.gov 

Stefanie Renzi 
Child Development 
Specialist 401-528-3616 stefanie.renzi@dcyf.ri.gov 

Margy Ryan Social CaseWorker II 401-528-3614 margy.ryan@dcyf.ri.gov 

Kevin Savage 
Administrator - Licensing 
and Regulation 401-528-3629 kevin.savage@dcyf.ri.gov 

Elizabeth Silvestri Social Caseworker II 401-528-3613 elizabeth.silvestri@dcyf.ri.gov 

Jennifer Ventura Licensing Aide 401-528-3621 jennifer.ventura@dcyf.ri.gov 

 


